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The Contemporary Significance of Deity Pilgrimage
from a Perspective of Interfaith Dialogue

Huang Kuo-ching

Director, Graduate Institute of Religious Studies, Nanhua University

Abstract

Deity pilgrimage is a contemporary Taiwanese religious innovation that brings
various religious groups from Taiwan and abroad to the Fo Guang Shan Buddha
Museum to promote exchange and collaboration while praying for the benefit of
humanity. This paper evaluates the legitimacy and contemporary significance of the
“When Buddha Meets the God” event from two perspectives: the Buddha’s attitude
towards religion and interfaith dialogue. In reading the Agama Sutra, it is noted
that the Buddha critiques the heterodox views of other doctrines, yet he respects
and affirms their moral teachings. This extends to accepting them into the Buddhist
framework and guiding them as Buddhist disciples. In this age of globalization,
conflicts occur along with the increased interactions between civilizations.
Thus, more interfaith dialogues and collaborations are prompted. In religious
studies, there are four types of dialogue which can facilitate the understanding
of Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s vision for interfaith dialogue: displacement,
complete, mutually beneficial, and acceptance. He clearly understands the context
of religious and cultural diversity, and has established interfaith dialogues under the
acceptance method. The Venerable Master also promotes a concept of “diversity
within unity,” which brings deities of differing faiths to meet on an equal level.
This, by having each religion share their doctrines and rituals as part of friendly
exchange, is the critical basis of deity pilgrimage. Through understanding, respect
and acceptance, mutual growth, peaceful coexistence, and collaboration, religions
can begin to transform society and implement visions for world peace, which is the
contemporary significance of the “When Buddha Meets the Gods.”

Keywords: When Buddha Meets the Gods event, deity pilgrimage, interfaith
dialogue, acceptance method, religious harmony
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